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Gardenwatch
BBC / British Trust for 
Ornithology national survey 
of UK gardens. 
Over 200,000 completions 
for four nQuire missions.

Cloud Spotting Challenge
Open ‘social’ mission to learn 
about clouds and weather. 
Participants can see and 
comment on contributions.

Online or offl ine learning
Students on an Open 
University / FutureLearn 
course run investigations 
into online and 
offl ine learning.

The Feel Good Test
BBC / University College 
London investigation into 
creativity and wellbeing, 
with personalised feedback 
to participants. 
43,000 contributions.

Create a 
new mission

• Learning benefi ts to participants such as increased awareness, impact on policy

• Personalised feedback to participants

• Research without the need for a lab or university affi liation

For more information about the nQuire platform please contact nquire@open.ac.uk

For questions about nQuire and research, please contact  Christothea.Herodotou@open.ac.uk
or  Eileen.Scanlon@open.ac.uk

� Piloting functionality.

� Data collection in a range of forms 
(text, images, audio).

� Functionality for sharing fi ndings 
(interim and fi nal reports).

� Ownership of data collected.

� Large scale online investigations 
in any topic or discipline (>200K).

� Creation of scientifi cally robust 
and ethical investigations.

� Management of the scientifi c 
process (from start to end) in a 
single online environment.

� Support by scientists to design 
an investigation.



A guide to creating
a mission on nQuire

Learning Futures  /  nQuire.org.uk

For more information about the nQuire platform please contact nquire@open.ac.uk

For questions about nQuire and research, please contact  Christothea.Herodotou@open.ac.uk
or  Eileen.Scanlon@open.ac.uk

1. Sign in
You can create a new nQuire account or, you can sign into nQuire 
by using an existing Google or Facebook account. See Figure 1.

Figure 1. Register or Sign in

Advanced Build options

Scoring
You can choose to ‘Score’ contributions 
to provide personalised feedback to 
participants.

Sections
You can divide missions into ‘Sections’ to 
focus parts of your mission on a specifi c 
topic or subject.

3. Start
From the ‘Create your mission’ page, 
select the ‘Start’ option. Give your mission 
a name, describe what you want someone 
to do in ‘Mission big question’ and upload 
an image.You can ‘Preview’ your mission 
at any time using the button in the top 
right corner. See Figure 3.

Figure 3. Start

4. Build
nQuire missions come in two forms Social 
and Confi dential. See Figure 4.

Data can be collected through different 
types of questions such as image upload, 
image selection, sensor data collection, 
range sliders, and text. Data can be viewed 
on a map. See Figure 5.

Figure 4. Two types of mission

Figure 5. Response types

5. Enhance
Once you have completed the basics, you 
can provide some ‘Enhancements’ to your 
design.

Custom URL
You can override the default nQure URL 
if you prefer.

Social sharing and personalised 
closing message
Closing your mission will display a default 
message to your visitors. You can write a 
unique message and also customise email 
and social media communications too.

Consent
All participants must provide consent before 
their data are collected. nQuire will display 
a basic consent form but you can request 
to customise it by emailing the nQuire team.

6. Finish
You can test your mission to ensure it does 
what you want. 

Piloting
You can share the mission with friends or 
project team members for feedback before 
you launch it. Data collected during the 
‘Pilot’ phase are deleted at mission launch.

Launch
You can only launch a mission after this 
has been approved by the nQuire team. 
The process of approvals ensures that your 
mission is scientifi cally sound, adheres 
to ethical and data privacy requirements, 
makes explicit benefi ts from taking part as 
well as its original contribution to science.  
It may take approximately 4 weeks for 
a mission to be approved. If you want 
to make a change you can cancel your 
Launch request, edit and return to
pre-launch checking.

A Social mission displays all contributions 
in public and visitors can ‘Comment’ and 
‘Like’. An nQuire account is mandatory.

A Confi dential mission can be completed 
anonymously - anyone can take part, no 

need for an nQuire account.

2. Create a mission
Select ‘Create a new mission’ from the homepage. See Figure 2.

Figure 2. Create a mission


